Over the last six years, as the aerospace community has gradually come to realize that the Journal exists, the flow of papers has increased yearly, to the point that there is now a backlog awaiting publication. At the time I took over as Editor in October 1992 I believed that before long it would be possible to increase the issue rate, and now that time has arrived. In 1995, and subsequently, the Journal will appear four times each year, in January, May, July and October. I apologize to those authors who have recently had to wait a little longer than originally envisaged to have their papers published, but in the coming year the minor log jam will disappear quite quickly, and we can imagine being able to offer the fast turnaround from submission of the manuscript to publication that you have come to expect.
Doubling the number of issues does of course create its problems. The Editorial Panel has no intention of reducing the standards expected of published papers. It will therefore be necessary to attract a healthy number of quality contributions each year in order to keep the production schedule on time. I hope, therefore, that those authors who have previously published in the Journal will be keen to do so again, and that other researchers and technical personnel in the aerospace industry and university departments who have something significant to report will think first of the Journal of Aerospace Engineering when deciding where to send their manuscript. Remember that the subject matter for the Journal is wide ranging, with consideration being given to all aspects, both theoretical and practical, impinging on aerospace issues. The inside front cover of the Journal gives some idea of the scope, but the list is not intended to be exhaustive. Also, the inside back cover gives a brief guideline to authors for the preparation of manuscripts. However, prospective authors would be well advised to obtain a copy of Guide to the Preparation of Papers available from MEP at the address indicated.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who over the past six years have contributed to the success of the Journal: the first Editor, Frank Behennah ; members of the Editorial Panel and International Corresponding members; the authors, referees and the staff at MEP, who ensure the smooth running of the operation. Finally, I hope that you, the readership, frequently find articles in the Journal of interest and assistance in your work, and can now assure you of a more comprehensive service in the future.
